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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We acknowledge that the UBC Malcolm Knapp Research Forest is located in the core 

unceded, traditional and ancestral territory of the Katzie (q̓íc̓əy̓) First Nation, as well as 

other Coast Salish Nations, including Kwikwetlem, Kwantlen and Tsawwassen First Nations. 



5

UBC’S TWO RESEARCH FORESTS

Alex Fraser Research Forest 

(9800 ha)

Malcolm Knapp Research 

Forest 

(5160 ha)

UBC Vancouver 

Campus
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OUR MISSION & PURPOSE SINCE 1949

Research, education, demonstration and innovation in forest 

management

Diverse business development and 70 jobs + contractor employment



7

LONG HISTORY OF OUTREACH – 744 ATTENDEES SUMMER OF 1984
WHAT LESSONS CAN WE SHARE?

1984 CIF Sunday Tours
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LESSON #1 - PROACTIVE 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH VS 
REACTIVE

« Research Forest Director Don Munroe tells me 

that all the big trees along the blue and red trails 

will be logged in due course. I can’t believe how 

insensitive this is, not to mention how dumb

in terms of public relations. »

(quote from Michael Sather, 1990s)
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LESSON #2 – BRING STAKEHOLDERS ON A TOUR OF THE FOREST
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LESSON #3 - KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE

Expert Learner Beginner Learner
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LESSON #3 - KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE

False knowledge

Erroneous 

connections

No connections
Expert Learner Beginner Learner
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LESSON #3 - KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE
????

BCCFA, FLP, TSA, RMA, 

TFL, TSR, WHA, BCTS, 

FSP, VRI, AAC, THLB

???

Expert Learner Beginner Learner
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LESSON #3 - KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE

Expert Learner Beginner Learner
?? WTF ??

????

BCCFA, FLP, TSA, RMA, 

TFL, TSR, WHA, BCTS, 

FSP, VRI, AAC, THLB

???
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LESSON #4 - LEVERAGE THE ART OF STORYTELLING
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LESSON #4 - LEVERAGE THE ART OF STORYTELLING
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LESSON #5 - CREATE PARTNERSHIPS, CREATE PARTNERSHIPS, 
CREATE PARTNERSHIPS

Katzie (qí̓c̓əy̓), meaning "land of moss"

Maple Ridge Museum
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LESSON #5 - CREATE 
PARTNERSHIPS

Maple Ridge SD42 Environmental School

RCMP Tactical Unit

Royal Astronomical Society of Canada
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LESSON #6 - FOSTER AH-HA MOMENTS



19

LESSON #6 - FOSTER AH-HA MOMENTS
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LESSON #6 - FOSTER AH-HA MOMENTS
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LESSON #6 - FOSTER AH-HA MOMENTS
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LESSON #7 - CULTIVATE JOY WITH FOOD 
AND UNIQUE EXPERIENCES… 
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LESSON #7 - CULTIVATE JOY WITH FOOD 
AND UNIQUE EXPERIENCES… PAIRED 
WITH PASSIVE FORESTRY EDUCATION
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LESSON #8 - EARLIER THE BETTER

Year-round 

outdoor 

programs

16,800+ 

participants 

since 2019

152 programs 

in 2024



25

LESSON #9 – GET TO KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE WITH INTERACTION
(AKA LET PEOPLE TRY AND… FAIL?)
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LESSON #10 - IF ALL ELSE FAILS… 
BABIES AND POOP ARE THE GREAT UNIFIER
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VISION OF GREATER FORESTRY OUTREACH 
– NEW FORESTRY LEARNING CENTRE

12,000 sq ft facility, 

showcasing wood innovation

Self-guided exhibition space 

open to the public

Multipurpose classroom

2027 construction start
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THANK YOU!
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