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1 What	does	FireSmart	mean	to	you?



What	is	the	WUI?
• WUI	refers	to	the	“wildland	urban	

interface”.	
• It	is	the	zone	of	transition	between	

wildland	forest	and	human	
development.	

• The	lands	and	communities	next	to	
and	surrounded	by	wildlands	are	
at	risk	of	wildfires.	

Wildland Urban 
Interface

Wildland	Urban	Interface





B.C.	is	experiencing	a	serious	and	sustained	
increase	in	extreme	wildfire	behaviour	in	the	

Wildland	Urban	Interface	(WUI).



Human	impact
(statistics	courtesy	of	Emergency	Management	BC)

2017 2018

EVACUATION	
ORDERS 120 66

EVACUATION	
ALERTS 166 124

PROPERTIES	ON	
ORDER 18,737 2,211

PROPERTIES	ON	
ALERT 10,656 17,939

EMERGENCY	
SOCIAL	SERVICE	
RECIPIENTS

NOT	AVAILABLE	 5,482

TOTAL	DAYS	ON	
PROVINCIAL	
STATE	OF	
EMERGENCY

71
(July	7 to	Sept	15)

24
(Aug	15 to	Sept	7)

2
Recent	wildfires	in	your	
community	forest?



Music:	https://www.bensound.com

3How	many	disciplines	support	the	FireSmart	program?



Introducing…	
The	Seven	Disciplines
Interagency	cooperation

Education

Cross-training

Vegetation	management

Development	considerations

Legislation	and	planning

Emergency	planning

Disciplines	Video

4 How	many	are	
you	engaged	in?

















What	is	a	WUI	fire?

Where	the	fuel	being	
consumed	by	a	wildfire…	

Structural	ignition	occurs	when	wildfire	embers	or	
flames	kindle	vulnerable	parts	of	a	structure.	

…changes	from	wildland		
fuel	to	urban	fuel.

This	can	happen	in	
reverse	order	as	well!



• flammable	roof,	
no	treatment	and	
no	defensive	
action	- 4%	
survival

• flammable	roof	-
20%	survival

• non-flammable	
roof	- 70%	
survival

• 10	metres	(Zone	
1)	or	more	of	
vegetation	is	
treated	- 90%	
survival

Wildfire	structure	survival	statistics	
Leading	cause	of	loss?



50%	of	structures	lost	to	wildfire	are	a	
result	of	ember	transfer.

Surface	fuels	are	not	only	a	bed	of	tinder	
to	catch	embers,	but	also	the	source	of	

embers	themselves.



Community	recognition	
program
• Contact	a	Local	FireSmart	Representative	(LFR).
• Create	community	representation.
• Local	FireSmart	Representative	completes	assessment	and	

evaluation.
• Create	a	FireSmart	Community	Plan.
• Implement	mitigation	recommendations/solutions.
• Apply	for	recognition.
• Renew	your	recognition	status	and	work	to	increase	the	number	

of	FireSmart	homes	in	your	neighbourhood.



www.FireSmartBC.ca

6 Where	can	you	learn	more?



Membership:	
• Ministry	of	Forests,	Lands,	Natural	Resource	Operations	and	Rural	Development,	as	
represented	by	the	BC	Wildfire	Service	
• Office	of	the	Fire	Commissioner	
• Union	of	B.C.	Municipalities	
• Fire	Chiefs’	Association		of	B.C.
• Emergency	Management	BC	
• Forest	Enhancement	Society	of	B.C.		
• First	Nations’	Emergency	Services	Society	of	B.C.	
• FireSmart	Canada

The	BC	FireSmart	Committee



The	B.C.	FireSmart	Committee	works	to	collaboratively	maintain	and	improve	the	
delivery	of	the	BC	FireSmart	program	by	ensuring	alignment	with	the	seven	FireSmart	
disciplines,	to	better	support	wildfire	preparedness,	prevention	and	mitigation	in	B.C.	

In	meeting	their	purpose,	they	commit	to	aligning	with	FireSmart	Canada,	developing	
an	annual	work	plan	and	budget,	and	providing	stakeholders	and	interested	parties	
with	one	governing	agency	for	FireSmart	in	B.C.

Committee	purpose

6
How	can	the	FireSmart	
Committee	Help	you	
as	a	stakeholder?



• Brochures,	guides
• latest	articles	and	research
• links	to	relevant	websites
• posters	and	graphics
• Videos	and	public	presentations
• online	resource	ordering	form

FireSmart	resources



BC	Wildfire	Prevention
• WUI	Risk	Class	Maps
• Fuel	Hazard	Assessment	Tools	and	Guides
• Planning	and	Prescription	Guidance	and	Software
• Info	for	Industry	and	Commercial	Operators

Other	Sources
• SiFCo Video	Gallery
• FESBC	Applying	For	Funding
• Community	Resiliency	Investment	Program
• FireSmartBC.ca

Wildfire	Risk	Reduction	
Resources



Contact	information

Amanda	Reynolds
A/	FireSmart	Program	Lead
BC	Wildfire	Headquarters
Amanda.Reynolds@gov.bc.ca
778	693-2880

Jessica	Duncan
Public	Communications	and	Engagement
Wildfire	Prevention	Specialist,	Coastal	Fire	Centre
Jessica.Duncan@gov.bc.ca
250-951-4226



Questions
FireSmart	is	a	registered	trademark	of	Partners	in	Protection


